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Rukiata (Maria) Jabatkhanova. The village of Tivi (Photo by Ts. Goderdzishvili)
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Rukiata: "...I remember both my mother
and father. My father’s last name was
Matiashvili, a Georgian surname. There (in the
village of Akhalsopeli) was an outstanding man,
Matiashvili, who used to take photographic
pictures, and whenever he noticed me riding
he used to tell me: "You're my niece" and paid
my bus fare. My father was a community
council member; he also worked in a small lime
burning enterprise. All of Mahmad Alibegovis’s
documentation identified him as a Georgian. If
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I'm not mistaken, I was just in the first grade
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(and there was no way I could ask so many
questions), and how could I know the answers
to this type of questions about his background:
He went into the mountains and reposed after
amonth; my Mom followed him in ten days.
Do not forget it was the time of typhoid out-
break. Many people died during this war
(World War II). As for us, two boys and two
girls survived. Besides us, there was my other
elder brother. After giving birth to him, Mom
had one miscarriage. The abovementioned sur-
viving elder brother must have been an adoles-
cent when I was born. Then he was drafted.
During the war, he was dismissed first from
Thbilisi, then twice or thrice from Baku, on the
grounds that orphans had no one to take care
of them, and, thus he wound up taking care of
us. Nevertheless, he remained in service, and,
thus, I remained in charge of a year-and-a-
half-old infant, a two-and-a-half -year-old
child, and a three-and-a-half-year-old baby;
keep in mind that I was just a first grade gradu-
ate middle school at the time. We owned just
two-three cows, I sacrificed one of them in my
father’s commemoration, another in my
mother’s, and thus we ended up with only two
cows in the household. Then, when we found
ourselves in desperate need, I sold the third
cow, too. I saved the money from that cow. I
used to milk the last remaining cow, and gather
grains once in a while. Because the existing
famine of that time, the guard would not let
people go into the fields and gather grains; so
my sister and I used to sneak into the field, lie
on the ground or hide in the thorny bushes,
whenever we noticed the guards. Sometimes,
we managed to gather some grains, but some-
times we ended up with nothing on our hands.
Just as some of you bring money, chickens to
the church as a vowed tithe, so did some
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people bring us flour, and others cheese. Also, I
learned fortune-telling, and for this type of ser-
vice some people paid me in bread, others in
beans. They asked me about those gone to war;
they used to say, "She’s an orphan, she must
know..." I worked: helped some of your
people (Georgians) in the yard; carried fire-
wood in a small sack from the riverside and ex-
change it sometimes for a bowl of flour, or for
a bowlful of pickles. Other than that, we would
never go door to door begging, no way! Even
when the famine was extremely harsh, we still
had bran; that bran mixed with mouse poop: I
would spread it and separate the bran from the
poop, just like I used to sort out rice. Then I
would wash the bran, pick a lot of nettle and
cook porridge with it. My children and I
would eat that unsalted porridge. When I was
absolutely on my own, I would never turn to
my neighbors for help even when I needed
meat or salt. I just ate my meals unsalted. That
is how tough my life was while [ was growing
up. That is how "easily" I made it through and
brought up those little kids.

Two years later, they took everyone to
Chechnya. It was forty-two or forty-three of
them, I do not remember exactly. They arrived
in our village in your cars, Georgian cars. They
took everyone, nobody was left, nobody.
When a car arrived to pick up people, my
father’s niece: my cousin took us to her place.
First, they drove the people by car to Tznori;
then they put them on a train. What a mess it
was! As it turned out, the Chechens were
against war, so they were forcedly transmi-
grated. We found empty houses when we got
there; corn husks were all over the place. Some
of the houses were burned down; others pack-
ed with the belongings of the local Chechens.
They offered some of us rugs, tinware, kitchen-
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ware that belonged to the Chechens. We re-
fused to take anything. I said, "It’s sinful to
appropriate somebody else’s things." For
they slaughtered the Chechens, some were
shot, others were drowned in the sea, some
turned to robbing, and some were forcedly
displaced. We were orphans, yet, we never
touched a single thing belonging to them. We
had some of our belongings with us, I
brought some bedding; I could not bring
much, though; after all, we were just little
children. We put our bedding down. They
gave us three houses to use, but we felt un-
comfortable staying there because we kept
receiving notes and letters written in Russian
and warning us not to touch the fences or
damage the houses in any way, they wrote,
"We’re armed and hiding in the forest." Na-
turally, we got scared. Indeed, one time,
when I was going to the mill, I noticed
thirty-five men armed with guns: they came
out of the forest and disappeared. They wore
ox skin caps. The bandits frightened me, and
I would put a piece of plywood that I used
to place under my bedding and lie down in
hiding. That’s how that winter passed. I
would hide as soon as it became dark. The
children were so frightened that they would
wet themselves and tremble all through the
night. One time, they dug under one of the
neighboring houses. Six or seven Chechens
on horses arrived and kicked out the resi-
dents. They dug in the center of the house,
found rifles, daggers, silver, kitchenware
three or four meters deep in the ground,
took it all and disappeared in the night.

We spent one winter there. We did not
even know where the pharmacy was there;
after all, we were strangers in a strange vil-
lage. There was nobody to take care of us.
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The youngest boy, a very nice kid that I was
raising had worms in his nose and mouth;
pretty large oval boils covered his whole body.
Sometimes, went I went to the mill with a
bucket over my shoulder (it was very far and
when I would leave there early in the morning,
I returned only late at night), I stayed there
overnight. So, one morning after I got home in
the morning, thisill brother of mine told me, "I
wish I had some lamb, so I could cook it; I
want meat." As it turned out, worms make
their victims crave meat, and especially fatty
food. So, I took flour in a large half-a-liter bowl
to one of my neighbors, an elderly lady, and
asked her to give me some soft cheese and but-
ter. The kid wants meat, so I'll feed him this in-
stead. So, that woman gave me cheese and but-
ter, and I started cooking khinkali. When the
meal was ready, I brought it to the child to eat,
"Look, I prepared khinkaliand I have butter
for you." But I found him dead; the child had
died. The worms choked him up. He must
have been at least six or seven. His schoolmates
dug a grave for him. There was nobody left to
do the job. Everyone had gone to war. No
grownups were left, even one fifteen-years old
boy volunteered: "How can I stay here while
everyone has gone to war!" My cousin and I
carried the body to the road. Then the local
teacher and her students took over and... I
didn’t even attend my brother’s burial. Yet,
when he was gravely ill, this brother of mine
told me, "If I die and you end up returning to
our home village, use my share of the money
we have left after selling our cows to pay the
driver. Do not leave me here, transfer my body
there; after all, my mother is buried there, too."
That little child, that kid asked me, "I beg of
you, my sister, do not leave me here. You've
been like a mother to me, do not leave me
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here." I constantly think of those words, those
words...

Then I left there and took my other brother
with me. As for one of my sisters, I had to leave
her there; I just could not do otherwise. I did
not know who would shelter me there. We
were both young and unmarried — it just would
not work out. There was a certain Barata, and I
followed him to the mountains near our village.
There were so many villages we passed, so
many ascents and descents we made, so many
rivers we crossed on our way from Chechnya.
My brother became unable to walk because of
starvation after we ran out of provision, and his
mouth began to bleed. There was my elder sis-
ter in the mountains, my father’s daughter
from the first marriage. His first wife died in the
mountains and he married my mother after
that. That elder sister of mine was the only
child he had with his first wife. So, she sent my
brother to the boarding school. Because of star-
vation that he had been put through during our
trip, my brother was bedridden for an entire
month.

From there I arrived in Akhalsopeli. Some-
times, the local police kicked out people all the
way to Gurjaani, "Go back where you belong!"
The local women hid me in the attic, and I
would not leave: I had a felt cloak workshop
near the chapel in Akhalsopeli; that’s where I
turned to wool-processing, and worked there
for two or three years. Since I was an orphan, I
knew nothing about many things. When I went
through my first menstrual period, I thought I
had a cut somewhere down there. I applied
ovine fat and bandaged the spot. When I got
married, I did not even have breasts. I was only
fourteen, just a little kid. Since I was an orphan,
elderly women advised me not to give anyone
a chance to desecrate my good name: there
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was one childless lady and she told me, "You're
a beautiful girl; you don’t want anyone to kid-
nap you. I will arrange your marriage." I did
not want to get married, but even if I refused,
they would have forced me to do it regardless.
I'had not even met my husband before, he was
astranger and they made me marry a stranger.
There was one Leki man tending sheep in
Akhalsopeli, he had a Georgian woman for a
wife, her name was Aniko. He did not let his
wife go with him when he took his sheep to the
pastures. So, while he was away, that first wife
of his sold the house, everything in it, the vine-
yard, everything, and left for Leliani before the
husband returned. That was the man that
wooed me; it was his relatives that came over
to propose to me.

The wedding reception was excellent; my
husband took care of it. I was staying at the
gunsmith Simona’s place, near the upper
chapel, and they brought me down to Pidaan’s
place. They took me there in a "lileinka" park
drag coach. A Georgian man, Gigutza of the
Tzukiaant clan, was my husband’s best man.
The Leki female inhabitants of the village of
Tivi attended the wedding reception, too, some
of them gave me clothes, others shawls asa
wedding gift; that’s how I, this orphan girl, was
given in marriage. They covered me with
something made from silk. I first saw my hus-
band only later, when they left us alone for our
wedding night: such was the demand of tradi-
tion. I started screaming and shouting. I never
let him come near me and continued cryingall
night. Because I was so young and would not
stop screaming and yelling, the wedding guests
would not let my husband see me that night.
Then my husband and my brother-in-law
went to the village of Tivi to bring sheep and
slaughter them for the wedding reception.
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Their sister, Zma, was there with me, too: she

was a student. I asked her to bring me some
water and accompany me so I could use the
outhouse. I poured that water in the toilet and
asked her to fetch me some more from the
house. I tricked her and ran away toward the
cemetery.  hid in the pear tree branches till
morning. [ was still a virgin. All through the fol-
lowing day, I sat on that tree till midnight; I was
hungry and wanted to escape to the mountains
so I would not have to go to my husband. A
certain woman, Balia, kept looking for me,
"Rukia, Rukia!" That was my Leki name.

"Come back, my child! He might say you're
not a virgin, that’s why you have run away. If
you’re hiding somewhere, please show your-
self!" I could not reply to her. I wanted to
sneak in and steal some bread after everyone
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went to sleep. But as it turned out, they kept
watch for me. So, when I went to get some
bread, they blocked my path and one Georgian
woman caught me. She took me back home.
They kept me locked up for three months and
would not let me out; my husband kept guard,
and when he was away, his sister and brother
took turns watching me. After those events, I
spent thirty-three years in Akhalsopeli, renting
a place to live. My husband worked as a hire-
ling, looking after his employers’ sheep in Kedi.
While he was away tending sheep, I gathered
leek. I also helped women over a certain
bridge. This bridge was way up in the moun-
tains: I would put huge full sacks over the logs
used as a bridge, and rolled those sacks over to
the other side of the river. One time, when I
was about to give birth to my eldest son any
day, my sisters-in-law arrived from Telavi.
They took me, a pregnant woman with a huge
belly, to that bridge to help them over the
river; they did it just for their own benefit.
They were scared to cross the bridge, so I had
to help them. I was not scared. But I started
having false labor pains right in the middle of
the bridge. If I decided to return alone, they
would not follow me. I was afraid I would give
birth right then and right there! I was scared!
So, I decided to keep going. I knew those
places by heart. When I went there to gather
leek, I packed fifteen loaves of bread, two
sticks of margarine, and two packs of butter
that they used to sell back then. I also put halfa
kilo of honey. They did not know what I put in
their sacks. I also added one meter of felt, a
small piece of cloth for the child in case I sud-
denly went into labor, a bundle made with a
headscarfand containing a headband, baby
clothes, a tool to cut the umbilical cord, clean
cloths to cover the navel scar, I brought every-
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thing that I could need. The leek gathering en-
deavor takes three days, and whenever I was in
pain, I continued to pluck leek, I filled up a
sack and packed it with my feet. I gave birth to
my boy on the third day, when we were sup-
posed to leave for home, when the sun reached
its zenith, at about eleven or twelve o’clock. I
was in labor, I could hear the baby cry, and its
head was already sticking out, when I noticed
one man with a sack over his shoulder, coming
down from the mountains. I said, "Look, a man
is coming." So, I halted the delivery for two
hours. I felt embarrassed before that man. The
child turned all blue. When that man walked
far enough on the other side, only then did I
give birth. But it would not utter a cry or open
its eyes. I told the women, "It’s just that its neck
is clogged, the child is not dead: it’s alive. It’s in
need of artificial respiration. Just perform mouth
to mouth resuscitation to breathe some life into
it!" Nobody even considered breathing life into
him; some even left to dig a grave, they said,
"The child is dead." I picked it up and breathed
life into him. It coughed and then gave a cry:
the child was brought back to life. I cut its um-
bilical cord, tied its navel: one would think it
was just out of the hospital, he was taken such a
good care of. The women started to dance,
saying, "She must be a doctor herself, she has
learned everything!" They arranged a table and
ate everything: that margarine, honey, those
breads... Then, when they noticed that bundle,
they wrapped the child in swaddling clothes,
made it look so cute. Then, in about thirty min-
utes, they told me, "Let’s go!" So, I tied this
child to my chest with the headscarf, picked up
the sack and set on a trip even more vigorously
than the others. Some people, namely, twelve
women arrived on the day of our departure.
One of them told me, "You came here because
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of them. Then why won’t each of them take
some of your leek and put it in her sack, so you
won’t have to carry that load? You just gave
birth and you’re not supposed to carry any
load, save your infant. Do they really want you
to die here?" She would not let me goand I
stayed there overnight. As I found out later,
there was one newlywed girl from Tivi with
her mother. So, on that very day when my
companions left, the girl drowned in that river:
she fell off the bridge and sank along with her
sack. She was pushing her wet sack. Then an
avalanche from the mountains blocked the
river. The stream resumed flowing right when
they were crossing the bridge. The river
flooded the surroundings. It hailed and rained
hard. Those women found themselves trapped
under a cliff. The stream carried that girl away;
she was four or five months pregnant with her
first child. The flood carried her all the way to
Satskheno. The flood was so strong that it car-
ried huge trees and logs. The men kept looking
for her, and found her by her sack: she was
stuck in the gap of one split-up tree. When they
pulled her out, she was already dead. Her head
was split in halfand filled with sand. Then, when
we set on our trip, the water reached our na-
vels. Nobody could enter that water. There
were eighteen women in total, and I helped
them over the river one by one. I carried this
newly-born child of mine to the other side and
left it there. I helped all those women one by
one, some of them were elderly, others pretty
young. When I, a mother who had just given
birth stood in the water, it turned all red. I had
plucked ninety kilos of leek. I carried both the
infant and leek. Later, my landlord rebuked
me, "I will kill you! Why did you go with
them? Why did you let them trick you into do-
ing it? What would I tell your husband if you
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had died there?" My husband
was tending sheep in Kedi at
that time. I answered, "There’s
nothing we can do about it

now. I didn’t even get sick." i -
It was my fifth child that I = 70. 80bomosb dm@Gsbomo %ga@a‘,‘.

gave birth to; none of the four Water from the river. The villagé®of

previous babies had survived..."
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Bakir Ismailov. The village of Uzuntala, Lagodekhi (Photo by Ts. Goderdzishvili)
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92 b3wgds..."

Bakir: "...I'm a self-taught person, nobody
taught me how to sing. When I was little, we
kept silkworm and had big pedigreed mulberry
trees. When my father sent me to fetch a leaf, I
would sit on that tree and sing my heart out on
end. Now everyone knows me, they even
know me in Karajala, lormunghalo, and Ma-
rneuli; It does not matter where [ am, beitina
room or outdoors, I do not need a micro-

phone. My voice reaches everywhere..."
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Under the mother’s protection.The village of Kabali (Photo by Ts. Goderdzishvili)
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(3mBm: (3. am@gMdndzocmn)
The village intellectual. The village of Kabali
(Photo by Ts. Goderdzishvili)
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dgemo s 0gbm baDoMmgzgma(s oMab s 8m3sdg-
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"...Irecord here everything that I know, the history
of my village, of my people. The Mother of God
and Jesus the Nazarene, as well as Mohammad, are
present here..."

74. 0bgmdsnxsbgmno gmgmbs. bmagemo gsbxoms
(@m@m: G. 3m@aﬁdnaan@n)
An Azerbaijani girl. The village of Ganjala
(Photo by Ts. Goderdzishvili)
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"...Ilove to sing very, very much. It feelsasifIwere

singing from my very birth; just for fun, at home...."
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Mahmud Ismailov. The village of Uzuntala (Photo by Ts. Goderdzishvili)
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"...My father used to say that he had come
from Kirovobad, back when he was young. At
first, hearrived at hissister’sin Thilisi, then he
moved to Marneuli, and finally came hereto
stay. All of hischildren, boys were singers.
Women have no business singing and playing
instruments. It isnot our custom, it is prohibi-
ted, it is considered a shame. | bought for my
boy hisfirst instrument, your chonguril in Gur-
jaani. Then | went to Belakani and bought the
instrument sazi, he playsit now. Music runsin
our blood..."
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Mamadsoin Veliev. The village of Ganjala (Photo by Ts. Goderdzishvili)

35330bmaba: ,....35mamn 3o(30 3o, 3o- Mamadsoin: "...I am an honest man; I have
o 309MmIg MGHBM(30bgm0 Bgemo worked honestly for forty years as a tractor
&M5g@mMab@om s dz0magda(z Jsmamam driver and brought up my children to be honest
303DoMg. amam dogmdn dya3b gombmgo- people. My daughter is married in Baku, she
o, obo(g 3oMgom 36ogl, 3oMan bds og. 0o  plays well, too; she has a good voice. She is very
do0ob 3m3mmommmos, mygeto. hggbomsb  popular there, they love her. If she were here,
6 ymggamoym gbg o6 04bgdmes. abg bEd-  things would have been different. When she
o Om Rsdmeal 3dmgMocm beemdg 8s3s- comes to visit with us, we sing together: father
d30mo gfms..." and daughter..."

77. 858000bmobolb dgmmemg gomemads o dobo Gdsena cmgoems. beoggemo gobxoms (gm@m: (3. gmmgmdodzomon)
Mamidsoin’s spouse Gulisha and his doughter-in-low Leila. The village of Ganjala (Photo by Ts. Goderdzishvili)
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(gm@m: G. SMQgﬁdnagnan)
Mariam Dalakishvili, The village of Zinobiani
(Photo by Ts. Goderdzishvili)
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Mariam: "...My worn-out parents arrived
here from Azerbaijan under the leadership of
one Udi man, Zino. He happened to be a very
kind person, yet, they arrested him later. At first,
they lived here in dugouts which they simply
covered with tree branches. Later, the issue of
my people was discussed by the higher authori-
ties and everyone received a place to live.

The place was all covered in oaks and they
named the village Mukhiani (Oak Grove) at
first; however, later, because Zino brought his
people here and built a village for them, they
renamed it Zinobiani in his honor. I was born
to a good father’s family precisely at that time,
in 1921, when Zinobiani had just been estab-
lished. We spent our childhood in extreme
need; starting from the fifth grade, we, these
little children, had to walk to another village to
attend school. I had no clothes to wear, my feet
were freezing but I wanted to study and I
withstood all troubles. I graduated from school
with honors. Because I was a good student,
they appointed me the village’s Young Pioneer
(Scouts) organizer; during World War 11, they
promoted me and I, still a young girl, became
the Secretary of the Young Communist League.

Can you see these scars on my fingers? I got
them back then, with a sickle. I was mowing
grass with young men, that’s how courageous I
was. We were so needy, yet, life never
frightened me. Soon, they transferred me from
the school to the kindergarten as its Assistant
Director. We received support from Moscow
and no kindergarten could rival ours, so good it
was. Professor Evgeni Jeiranashvili’s sister,
Xenia Jeiranashvili, one of the Udi activist
women, was my director. You should have
seen how well she explained Udi customs to the
children, how well she spoke to them. She had
5-6 year-old kids stage performances; her
brother often attended them and was left
surprised, that’s how good they were. He spoke
with everyone in Udi language. My director
often taught me that our people had always
been faithful and I also had to become such. I
have never swerved from that teaching. Asan
Udi woman, I've always been a fighter,
courageous and strong in everything.

...Udilanguage was everything to me, I
uttered my first words in that tongue and that’s
the language I was brought up with. I do not
know the history of Udi language. Yet, the only
thing I had inherited from my people was the
language, and I've never forgotten it.

...Iremember I had an aunt, she lived in
Vartasheni (Azerbaijan). She was building a
house and I saw with my own eyes how, while
laying foundation to it, they came across
something: Careful! Careful! There’s something
here. When they looked closely, they found
out that it was an old Georgian wine vat,
preserved through the centuries, inscribed in
Georgian. They uncovered it to find wine that
had turned into water inside. Thus, it was all
Georgia, vast, mighty. That is why I consider
Georgia my historic motherland; and even if it
weren’t so, that’s where I was born, that’s
where I was brought up, how can it not be my
motherland?! It’s just that we speak different
languages; even that difference is becoming
obscure nowadays..."
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Ketevan Kabulova with her spouse. The village of Tzitzkanaantseri
(Photo by Ts. Goderdzishvili)
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Ketevan: "...My ancestors arrived from
Kartli, my grandfather left Kareli in 1900 when
my father was three years old. This village had
already existed by then. But before that, people
who came from the mountains lived in the
neighboring village of Kuchatani; the Lekis used
to attack the Georgians then. They would enter
the village, tie up the men and rape their wives
right before their eyes. In brought daylight,
they would capture women gone to work in
the fields and violated them. My fellow high-
landers could not take it any longer. Thus, one
time two Lekis burst into one Georgian man’s
house, threatened to kill him if he uttered a
word and started raping his wife. Somehow,
their little girl escaped the Lekis; she jumped
out of the window and found shelter at one
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Ossetian family’s. As soon as he heard what was
going on, that Ossetian ran out with a sword and
hacked both Lekis into pieces. Then he sum-
moned the village’s Ossetians, said that it was im-
possible to stay in the village any longer and sug-
gested they move to live separately someplace
else. Our men would never put up with a life like
that, they were different, brave; they’d rather
sacrifice their lives, shed their blood than let any-
one violate their wives and children. The others
agreed and they moved up here. At first, there
were just impenetrable forests in this place but
they found a spring flowing from the rock and
decided to settle nearby. It was no big deal to
build a house, all they had to do was bring logs
from the forest, they did not even have to go far,
put them on top of one another, cover them with
shingles and that was it. At first, a couple of fami-
lies built houses that way, but the Kuchatani vil-
lagers destroyed them saying, why have you left!
They refused to let them go. They needed them
as protectors. The Ossetians rebuilt their houses
and the Georgians destroyed them again; it hap-
pened at least three more times. Those Ossetians
went to the Telavi district called mazra back then
and complained, saying that they had come up to
establish a village and they keep destroying their
homes. The head of the mazrasaid, "Go and
check where these people want to settle." So, they
sent a man, he inspected the place and as it turned
out, a military road was supposed to be built near
the village. They were pleased, it was a good idea
to have settlement near the road and they let
them settle there. At first, three families moved
up there, then they built a cart road to Kuchata-
ni; and thus, step by step, people came up here
and a half of the village became occupied. There
were insects called tzitzkanasat the riverside, that
is why they named the village Tzitzkanaant Seri
(Hilly Ridge of Tzitzkanas). Many Ossetians re-

03



&5%30L 3o g0y 3909800, 3@ badoob
9 9bg, bgm-Bgms sdmbyems bambo s bo-
bggoto bmggemn dg3bgdems. Bnbscal 3o-
ol 3696980 ymgznmab, 60b 356960, 5308 ™3
oM d3g30000 bmgemabamgal 60b 30065560
LgFo. 3MFs@obdn(s 30 aMRgBams 39360
mbo, emgbsg 3bmzmmdgb, doamsed 339
390540039 gdmgdo 560sb. hgdo 303
08 Ba8mbyems Jofmgmowab, bbmmgw b
bobggemo bmggmo @obggons. gbms Hm3
19090 09 bmgggmb, 5dobo dgmeg bobgge-
60 1948-49 Bemgddn Rodmbabmgdmms abgg
JoG9mo©ab. obg Mm3, 58 bmgggemb 150
Brob ab@mMos 593L. dgd0shgdabash goczo
obgMamagdom gb 5339d0.

39800hgd0 gfma domasb gmhaema Jogmo
0ym. gmo mgmn (36960 343000 8 0doly
05549695000 350 359 39(30300, gbEDS(3 gob-
Lybgde BmMB by, 0bg bomImIaqds bmem-
39 gombnb, ;mgo (3b96Dg 936G 9d4)-
0, 3m3madomn baboo. Mo o6 3Jmbrs go-
38960mn. mbob Jomagdl bmd abgws(s do-

WU LW et
LRl T el

iy

mained in Kuchatani, they still live there but
they have all gone Georgian by now. When my
grandfather arrived there from Kareli, that half
of the village was already occupied. When you
look at the village now, the other half was
settled by those who came from Kareli in
1948-1949. Thus, the history of the village goes
back 150 years. I have heard all of these stories
in details from my grandmother. She was one
courageous woman herself. She had one white
horse and rode it like a brave lad; even today,
when [ try to remember her, I picture her
mounted, with a smile on her face. She went
through everything. Ossetian women had a
very tough life as it was: a woman in labor was
not allowed to give birth inside the house, it was
considered a shame. She was supposed to go to
the cowshed or someplace else and remain
there by herself until forty days had passed so
nobody could see her. My mother used to say,
"Not even once during the time I've been their
sister-in-law have I dined at the same table with
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; Berikaoba festivities in the village of Tzitzkanaantseri (Photo by Ts. Goderdzishvili)
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in-law."
Women did
not belong at
the same table
with men,
they were
supposed to
eat separately.
Daughter-in-
law was sup-
posed to re-
main silent in
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Ermona The village of Tzitz
(Pboro by Ts. Goder: dz1shv111*) -

her father-in-

law’s presence.
Evenifshe
noticed him from afar, she had to keep her
mouth shut as if she were mute, that’s how it
worked. A woman was not allowed to reveal her
hair either. And on top of it all, women had to go
through so much. My grandmother used to tell
me that in the 30s they dispossessed my grandfa-
ther as a kulak so that they could create collec-
tive farms; they took away the house, the best
house around, built with stone mortar. They
opened an office in one room, a school in an-
other. They arrested the male members of the
family, took them and made them build a collec-
tive farm. They lost the trace of the elder uncle
for two whole years. As it turned out, they cap-
tured him, his daughters-in-law and their chil-
dren, threw them in a cowshed and had them
live there. They would not make distinction be-
tween their own and somebody else’s children
and did their best to take care of them all. Yet,
many of them had fallen victim to smallpox. I
was nine when I went down with it; both my sis-
ter and I. We were lying, looking at each other in
fear. She always looked after me. Iloved her
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very much. She took my illness closer to heart



than her own. I survived, she did not.

Soon, the war broke out. Nobody, _save tk
elderly, was left in the village. They to,okqny
father to war, too. There-were cropsint

fields to harvest, and I, a kid of eleven'|

went to work with the elderly. Wh'at,'_],se wﬁ'{i
supposed to do? They baked bread infthe col- -
lective farm and they gave one kilo of ;Z“, .

those who went to Work Otherw1$e there:
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